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• Unemployment rate remains at 7.8% in August 
• Wages salaries and benefits down 1.2% in second quarter 
• Residential construction continues to slump 

 

Labour Force 
• British Columbia’s unemployment rate was 

unchanged at 7.8% (seasonally adjusted) in 
August. The stability in the rate was the result 
of job growth (+8,600, up 0.4% from July) that 
occurred in tandem with an increase in the 
size of the labour force (+11,000, up 0.5%).  

Employment in the province’s goods-
producing industries rose (+1.1%) for the first 
time since April. This was driven by an in-
crease (+4.5%) in manufacturing jobs, and in 
the number of people working in forestry, 
fishing & mining (+3.1%). However, employ-
ment in construction fell (-0.7%) for a second 
straight month in August.  

In the service sector, employment inched up 
0.2%, as education (+8.4%), public administra-
tion (+8.8%), retail & wholesale trade (+1.7%), 
other services (+1.6%) and transportation & 
warehousing (+1.5%) took on more workers. 
    Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• The youth unemployment rate, which had 
dropped to a low of 6.4% (seasonally ad-
justed) in August 2007, is now back at a more 
normal level. The unemployment rate among 
young people was 14.0% in August, more 
than double the 6.7% jobless rate for workers 
aged 25 and over. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Public sector employment jumped 2.8%, re-
flecting strong job growth in public admini-
stration and education. The number of people 
working in the private sector inched up 0.4%. 
Self-employment shrank (-2.0%) for the first 
time since March. Full-time employment in-
creased 1.4%, but there were fewer part-time 
workers (-3.3%).  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Among the regions, jobless rates ranged 
from 6.6% (3-month moving average, unad-
justed) in Vancouver Island/Coast to 13.2% 
in Cariboo. North Coast/Nechako (11.0%) 
was the only other region where the unem-
ployment rate was in the double digits. How-
ever, jobless rates have been climbing all over 
the province, and were also well above the 
provincial average in Thompson/Okanagan 
(9.6%) and Kootenay (9.0%). 
   Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Canada’s unemployment rate increased mar-
ginally, rising to 8.7% (seasonally adjusted) 
in August. The increase was the result of la-
bour force growth (+0.3%) that slightly out-
paced job gains (+0.2%) at the national level. 
Unemployment rates rose in most parts of the 
country. While BC’s rate was the highest in 
western Canada, it was only slightly more 
than the jobless rate in Alberta (7.4%). Sas-
katchewan (5.0%) and Manitoba (5.7%) had 
the lowest jobless rates in the country. 
  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

The Economy 
• Wages, salaries and benefits earned by Brit-

ish Columbians fell 1.2% (seasonally ad-
justed) in the second quarter. The drop in 
labour income followed an even larger decline 
(-1.8%) at the beginning of the year, and was 
the first time that there have been back-to-
back declines in worker’s earnings in more 
than a decade. Ontario (-1.1%) and Alberta  
(-0.4%) were the only other regions where la-
bour income fell in the second quarter. Work-
ers in Quebec and Manitoba saw labour 
income bounce back after dropping at the be-



Did you know… 
There were 272 UFO sightings reported in BC during 2008, up from 192 in 2007. Canadian 
sightings reached new heights, rising to 1,004 during the year   

 Data Source: 2008 Canadian UFO Survey. 

For data originating from Statistics Canada, data sourced to ‘Statistics Canada’ has been retrieved from CANSIM, the 
agency’s electronic database; otherwise the source is identified as ‘SC’ plus the catalogue number.  

ginning of the year. Nationally, wages, sala-
ries and benefits shrank 0.5% in the second 
quarter. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Residential construction investment in the 
province continued to fall in the second 
quarter. Total spending was down 26.3% (un-
adjusted) from the second quarter of 2008, fol-
lowing a similarly large year-over-year 
decline (-25.1%) in the first quarter. Spending 
on new construction projects plunged (-42.5%) 
but renovation expenditures inched up 1.4%, 
increasing for the first time since the spring of 
2008. 

Alberta (-33.0%) was the only other province 
with a similarly large drop in residential in-
vestment. Nationally, spending was down 
15.0%, largely due to weakness in Alberta, BC 
and Ontario (-17.5%). Newfoundland (+10.4%) 
and Manitoba (+6.0%) both recorded signifi-
cant year-over-year increases in residential in-
vestment in the second quarter.   
  Data Source: Statistics Canada  

• Investment in non-residential buildings in 
the province fell (-1.6% seasonally adjusted) 
in the second quarter, following two con-
secutive quarterly increases. Investment in 
new commercial buildings slumped 3.6%, but 
spending on institutional & government 
(+1.4%) and industrial (+8.4%) projects 
strengthened. 
 Note: these estimates are revised from an earlier, preliminary re-
lease. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Food services and drinking places in the 
province saw revenues slip (-0.9%, season-
ally adjusted) in June, reversing the growth 
recorded in the previous month (+0.4%). 
Drinking places took in substantially more 
(+4.4%), but food service establishments had a 
less lucrative month (-1.1%).  

Sales at Canadian establishments also de-
clined (-1.3%), with revenues down most no-
tably at full service restaurants (-3.1%). 
 Data Source: Statistics Canada & BC Stats 

• Room revenues in BC fell (–3.3%, seasonally 
adjusted) in May, as revenues in Thompson/ 

Okanagan (–4.8%), Mainland/Southwest  
(–4.9%) and Nechako (-14.0%) slumped. 
Room revenues in Vancouver Island/Coast 
were unchanged from April. Data Source: BC Stats 

The Nation 
• The Canadian economy continued to con-

tract in the second quarter, with real GDP 
falling 0.9% (seasonally adjusted). Although 
this was the third straight quarterly decline in 
GDP, the contraction was not as extreme as in 
the first quarter, when GDP shrank 1.6%. Fi-
nal domestic demand (total spending by con-
sumers, businesses and governments) was 
unchanged (+0.1%) in the second quarter of 
2009, following back-to-back declines. How-
ever, exports continued a two-year-long 
downturn, falling 5.2%. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

Look up... Way up 
• Unidentified Flying Object (UFO) activity in 

BC’s airspace soared in 2008. BC residents ac-
counted for 27% of all reported UFO sight-
ings, second only to Ontario, where one in 
three UFO sightings were recorded. 

Vernon (39) and Vancouver (28) were among 
the five cities with the most UFO sightings, 
along with Calgary (69), Toronto (30) and 
Edmonton (27). Of the 1,004 UFO sightings 
reported in Canada, most were nocturnal 
lights (442) or disks (353). For the first time 
since 2000, none of the sightings involved an 
alleged abduction or contact. 

Cumulatively, British Columbians remain 
much more likely than other Canadians to re-
port seeing unidentified flying objects. Since 
1989, three out of ten UFO sightings reported 
in Canada have been in this province. Could it 
be that British Columbians are more likely to 
have their heads in the clouds–or do the aliens 
find us just a little more intriguing? 
 Data Source: 2008 Canadian UFO Survey. 
                                               Speculation courtesy of BC Stats 
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B.C.’s Changing Family Structure

Introduction 

The definition of a “typical” family has been 
changing over time. This article highlights 
interesting changes in the composition of 
B.C.’s family structure between 2001 and 
2006 using the census family concept for the 
population living in private households. 

Census families include married couples 
(with or without children of either or both 
spouses), common-law couples (with or 
without children of either or both partners), 
and lone-parent families. A couple may be of 
opposite or same sex. 'Children' as defined by 
Statistics Canada in a census family may in-
clude grandchildren living with their grand-
parent(s) but with no parents present1

In 2006, nearly 4.1 million British Colum-
bian’s were living in private households, of 
which 82.6% belonged to a census family, 
only 11.4% lived alone and the balance lived 
with others who were either relatives or 
non-relatives. The national population dis-
tribution was similar—84.0% and 10.7%, 
respectively, of 31.1 million. 

. 

Overall Growth of Families 

Between 2001 and 2006, the total number of 
census families in B.C. grew by 6.9% to 
about 1.2 million. During the same time pe-
riod, the B.C. population living in private 
households grew by 5.1%. Together these 
figures show that the number of B.C. fami-
lies is growing faster than the population. 
The growth in the number of families may 
be attributed to a reconfiguration of the ex-
isting population following life events such 
as a young person starting out on their own 
                                                      
1 Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census Dictionary, 
Catalogue no. 92-566-XWE 

and living common-law, a young couple 
leaving home and starting their own family, 
or a divorced couple establishing their own 
homes, among others. 

The following sections will profile each type 
of census family, but before doing so it is 
important to know the composition of cen-
sus families. Of the census families enume-
rated in 2006, 72.7% (down from 73.4% in 
2001) were married couples, 12.2% (up from 
11.1%) were common-law couples, and 
15.1% (down from 15.5%) were lone-parent 
families. 

Distribution of census families in B.C.,2006 
and 2001 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census 

Married and Common-law Couples 

The number of married couples increased 
from 797,485 in 2001 to 844,430 in 2006, ac-
counting for 62.3% of total growth in the 
number of B.C. families. However, the 
number of common-law couples grew three 
times as quickly—while the number of mar-
ried couples increased by 5.9%, the number 
of common-law couples increased by 18.1% 
over the same period from 120,125 to 
141,830. Despite the fact that the number of 
common-law couples is growing faster than 
the number of married couples, growth in 
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the number of married couples in B.C. is 
still strong compared to the national aver-
age. Across Canada, the total number of 
families grew by 6.3%, yet the number of 
married couples grew by only 3.5%, while 
the number of common-law couples ex-
panded by 18.9%. 

The proportion of B.C.’s couples living in a 
household with children continued to de-
cline—from 53.2% in 2001 to 51.4% in 2006. 
The drop between the most recent censuses 
can be entirely attributed to a reduction 
among married couples (54.1%, down from 
55.9% in 2001), as an identical proportion of 
common-law couples had children in 2001 
and 2006 (35.4% in both years). 

If adult children (over 24 years of age) liv-
ing at home are excluded from the census 
families with children a different situation 
emerges. As was the case for the 2001 cen-
sus, the proportion of B.C.’s couples living 
in a household with children 24 years and 
under declined (from 48.8% in 2001 to 46.7% 
in 2006). However, new for 2006, fewer than 
half (48.8%, vs. 51.0% in 2001) of married 
couples had children in their household. 
Meanwhile, the proportion of common-law 
couples with children was virtually un-
changed (34.3%, vs. 34.5% in 2001). 

This shift in the number of couple families 
with children is related to the aging of the 
population. The larger baby boom cohort is 
getting to the stage where their children 
(baby-busters) have left or are leaving 
home. The baby-busters are a smaller cohort 
and are delaying marriage and/or having a 
family later in life, resulting in fewer fami-
lies with children. 

Lone-Parent Families 

Between 2001 and 2006, the growth in num-
ber of lone-parent families in B.C. from 
168,415 to 175,160 (+4.0%) was slower than 
the overall growth in census families 

(+6.9%). Compared to Canada’s overall 
growth in lone-parent families of 7.8%, the 
growth in B.C. is relatively slow. 

Although the proportion of the population 
aged 15 years and over that is a lone-parent 
remained stable between 2006 and 2001 
(5.2% vs. 5.3%); noteworthy is the fact that 
there were increases consistently at the 
higher end of the age distribution, and a 
decrease for each of the age categories be-
low 45 years of age. 

Incidence of lone-parenting increased 
between 2001 and 2006 only for each age 
group 45 and over 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census 

Interestingly, while still only 1 in 5 (20.2%, 
up from 19.0% in 2001) lone-parents were 
male, the growth rate for male lone-
parented families was more than four times 
that of female headed families (+10.7% vs. 
+2.4%, respectively). This may reflect an 
increasing perception that lone-father fami-
lies are socially acceptable and a subsequent 
decrease in mothers being awarded sole 
custody in the case of marriage dissolution 
as well as an increase in joint custody 
agreements. In 2004, half (50.4%) of all di-
vorces involving custody orders of depen-
dants granted joint custody, while 43.1% 
granted sole custody to the mothe2

If the age distribution of lone-parents is 
looked at by gender it can be seen that a 

r. 

                                                      
2 Statistics Canada, Canadian Vital Statistics, Divorce 
Database 
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larger majority of male lone-parents are 45 
years or over compared to women. Another 
fascinating fact about lone-parent families is 
that if adult children (over 24 years of age) 
are excluded from the census family, then 
over 1 in 5 (21.5%, up from 19.2% in 2001) 
do not have any children at home. 

Among lone-parents male lone-parents are 
more often in older categories compared to 
females 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census 

Same-Sex Couples 

In July 2003, same-sex marriage became le-
gal in B.C. At the time, B.C. was only the 
second province in Canada to legalize 
same-sex marriages (following Ontario’s 
lead a month earlier). Two years later, 
same-sex marriage became legal in all prov-
inces across Canada and same-sex couples 
were included in the next census. 

In 2006, there were approximately 7,000 
census family same-sex couples in B.C., en-
compassing 0.7% of all couples in B.C. (sim-
ilar to 0.6% for Canada). Male same-sex 
couples account for just over half (53.2%) of 
all same-sex couples in B.C. One in five 
(19.5%) same-sex couples were married 
compared to the national average of 16.5%. 

There was virtually no difference in the rate 
of marriage or common-law relationships 
between male and female same-sex couples 
in B.C., with 19.5% of male and 19.3% of 
female same-sex couples choosing to marry 
rather than maintain a common-law rela-
tionship. 

Although 81.8% of same-sex couples re-
ported there were no other members in the 
census family, results were quite different 
for common-law (85.6%) and married 
(66.4%) couples. This is reflected in the pro-
portion of same-sex couples that had child-
ren living with them. 

As with traditional families, same-sex  
married couples have children twice as 
often as common-law couples 

 Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census  

Overall, 8.0% of B.C.’s same-sex couples 
lived in a household with children. Howev-
er, married same-sex couples had children 
in their household, more than twice as often 
compared to common-law same-sex couples 
(15.0% vs. 6.4%, respectively). Given the 
greater social acceptance of female couples 
having children, the wider variety of birth 
options for female couples, as well as the 
historical pattern of child custody agree-
ments following marriage dissolution, it is 
perhaps not surprising that eight times the 
proportion of female same-sex couples had 
children compared to male same-sex 
couples (15.2% vs. 1.9%, respectively). The 
prevalence of children by marital situation 
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among female couples is therefore similar to 
all same-sex couples, with nearly one-
quarter (23.6%) of married female same-sex 
couples having children, compared to 13.0% 
of same-sex female couples living in a 
common-law relationship. 

Those Not Living in Census Families 

So what about the other 17.4% (vs. 17.3% in 
2001) of the population living in private 
households in 2006 that was not part of a 
census family?  This segment of the popula-
tion is made up of those who live alone 
(11.4%, vs. 10.8% in 2001), and those who 
live either with relatives or non-relatives in 
non-family or family households. It is im-
portant to realize that although some of this 
population is living with relatives they are 
not considered part of the census family. 
Given the changes in the definition of the 
census family, which may have an impact 
on where these individuals are captured, 
only those living alone will be discussed in 
further detail. 

Persons living alone make up most of the 
population living in non-family households 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census 

Between 2001 and 2006, the number of one-
person households increased by 10.2% to 
460,580—twice the growth of the popula-
tion in private households. There were no 
significant changes in the proportion of 
each age group that was living alone, in-
deed it is a fairly constant proportion for the 

age categories between 25 and 64 years of 
age; nevertheless, the fastest growth oc-
curred among those between the ages of 55 
and 64. This is interesting since this is also 
the age group that experienced the highest 
growth in common-law relationships dur-
ing this period3

Age distribution and growth of one-person 
households in B.C., 2006 and 2001 

. However, population aging 
again explains most of this phenomenon. 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census 

Longer-term Trends and Summation 

Even though the changes from one census 
to another do not constitute a trend, there 
have been broader changes evident in the 
census family structure over the past 20 
years attributable to more than modifica-
tions of census definitions. The proportion 
of the population living in a census family 
has been relatively stable; however, the 
number of common-law couples grew three 
times faster than married couples between 
2001 and 2006. Hence, the proportion of 
families that were common-law couples 
was up 3 percentage points from 9.6% in 
1991. As well, the proportion of married-
couple families with children has been de-
clining over the last two decades, while this 
statistic has remained fairly constant for 
common-law couples. Growth in lone-
parent families has been slower than the 
overall growth in census families, particu-

                                                      
3 BC Stats. 2008. “2006 Census Fast Facts:  Marriage 
and Common-Law Relationships”. 
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larly among women, with men posting an 
increase in the last census more than four 
times that of female headed families. Same-
sex couples were included in the census for 
the first time in 2006 and approximately 1 in 
5 male and female same-sex couples indi-
cated they were married. Finally, the num-
ber of people living alone increased more 
than twice as fast as the population in pri-
vate households between 2001 and 2006. 

 

Notes and Definitions: 

This article highlights changes only be-
tween 2001 and 2006 due to conceptual 
changes in 2001 that affected the definition 
of census families with children. The defini-
tion in 2001 was more inclusive compared 
to previous censuses. Historical compari-
sons for census families, particularly for 
lone-parent families, must therefore be in-
terpreted with caution. 

In terms of the census family, children refer 
to blood, step- or adopted sons and daugh-
ters (regardless of age or marital status) 
who are living in the same dwelling as their 
parent(s), as well as grandchildren in 
households where there are no parents 
present. Previously, children in a census 
family had to be ‘never married’, while in 
2001 they were included provided they 
were not currently living with a spouse or 
common-law partner. 

It is important to recognize that children 
present in the home could be from either 
current or previous unions. 

For a three-generation household where the 
middle generation is never married, the 
third generation child is now included in 
the census family of their parent, provided 
they are not living with a spouse, common-
law partner, or child. In previous censuses, 
the census family consisted of the first two 
generations. 

Finally, in a two-generation household 
where the second generation is a grand-
child, the grandchild is now considered as a 
child in the grandparent’s census family, 
provided the child is not living with a 
spouse, common-law partner, or child. 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census Dictionary, 
Catalogue no. 92-566-XWE 
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Census Families in Private Households

2001 2006 2001 2006 2001 2006 2001 2006
Families without children at home 46.8% 48.6% 44.1% 45.9% 64.6% 64.6% 0.0% 0.0%
Families with children at home 53.2% 51.4% 55.9% 54.1% 35.4% 35.4% 100.0% 100.0%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census, Table 97-553-XCB2006007.ivt
Prepared by: BC Stats, May 2009

Married couple families Lone-parent families

Table 3: Percentage of Families with Children at Home,
British Columbia, 2001 and 2006

Common-law couple familiesTotal couple families

Population in Private Households

% Change
Count % Count % %

Total - Population in Private 
Households

3,858,730 100.0% 4,054,605 100.0% 5.1%

Persons in census families 3,191,135 82.7% 3,349,825 82.6% 5.0%
Spouses, common-law 
partners or lone parents

2,003,645 51.9% 2,147,680 53.0% 7.2%

Sons and/or daughters in 
families

1,187,490 30.8% 1,202,145 29.6% 1.2%

Persons not in census families 667,590 17.3% 704,785 17.4% 5.6%
Persons in family households 96,210 2.5% 97,505 2.4% 1.3%

Persons not in families, living 
with relatives

50,170 1.3% 60,280 1.5% 20.2%

Persons not in families, living 
with non-relatives only

46,040 1.2% 37,225 0.9% -19.1%

Persons in non-family 
households

571,380 14.8% 607,280 15.0% 6.3%

Living with relatives 26,805 0.7% 30,060 0.7% 12.1%
Living with one or more non-
relatives only

126,440 3.3% 116,640 2.9% -7.8%

Living alone 418,135 10.8% 460,580 11.4% 10.2%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census, Tables 95F0315XCB01006BC.ivt & 97-553-XCB2006016.ivt
Prepared by: BC Stats, May 2009

20062001

Table 1: Household Living Arrangements of the Population in Private Households,
British Columbia, 2001 and 2006

Census Families in Private Households

% Change
Count % Count % %

Total - Census family structure 1,086,030 100.0% 1,161,420 100.0% 6.9%
Total couple families 917,615 84.5% 986,255 84.9% 7.5%

Married couple families 797,485 73.4% 844,430 72.7% 5.9%
Common-law couple families 120,125 11.1% 141,830 12.2% 18.1%

Total lone-parent families 168,415 15.5% 175,160 15.1% 4.0%
Female parent families 136,455 12.6% 139,770 12.0% 2.4%
Male parent families 31,965 2.9% 35,390 3.0% 10.7%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census, Table 97-553-XCB2006007.ivt
Prepared by: BC Stats, May 2009

2001 2006

Table 2: Census Family Structure, British Columbia, 2001 and 2006
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Census Families in Private Households

2001 2006 2001 2006 2001 2006 2001 2006
Families without children at home 51.2% 53.3% 49.0% 51.2% 65.5% 65.7% 19.2% 22.1%
Families with children at home 24 
years and under

48.8% 46.7% 51.0% 48.8% 34.5% 34.3% 80.8% 77.9%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census, Table 97-553-XCB2006022.ivt
Prepared by: BC Stats, May 2009

Table 4: Percentage of Families with Children at Home (Excluding Adult Children),
British Columbia, 2001 and 2006

Lone-parent familiesTotal couple families Married couple families Common-law couple families

Population Age 15+ in Private Households

Total   Male   Female Total   Male   Female
Total - 15+ years 5.3% 2.1% 8.4% 5.2% 2.2% 8.0%
15 to 19 years 0.6% 0.2% 1.0% 0.4% 0.3% 0.6%
20 to 24 years 2.8% 0.5% 5.1% 1.9% 0.5% 3.4%
25 to 34 years 5.4% 1.3% 9.2% 4.5% 1.2% 7.6%
35 to 44 years 8.3% 3.1% 13.1% 7.9% 2.9% 12.6%
45 to 54 years 7.1% 3.5% 10.6% 7.8% 3.7% 11.6%
55 to 64 years 3.8% 2.0% 5.7% 4.1% 2.3% 5.9%
65+ years 4.4% 1.8% 6.5% 4.5% 2.0% 6.6%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census, Tables 95F0314XCB01006BC.ivt & 97-553-XCB2006014.ivt
Prepared by: BC Stats, May 2009

2001 2006

Table 5: Proportion of Population that is a Lone Parent by Age and Gender,
British Columbia, 2001 and 2006

Population Age 15+ in Private Households

Total Male Female Total Male Female
15 to 19 years 1.0% 0.9% 1.0% 0.6% 1.1% 0.5%
20 to 24 years 4.0% 2.0% 4.5% 2.9% 2.0% 3.1%
25 to 34 years 16.5% 10.4% 17.9% 12.9% 8.4% 14.0%
35 to 44 years 31.9% 30.2% 32.3% 28.0% 24.6% 28.9%
45 to 54 years 25.0% 31.6% 23.4% 29.3% 33.4% 28.3%
55 to 64 years 8.6% 11.7% 7.9% 11.8% 15.9% 10.7%
65+ years 13.0% 13.2% 13.0% 14.5% 14.7% 14.5%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census, Tables 95F0314XCB01006BC.ivt & 97-553-XCB2006014.ivt
Prepared by: BC Stats, May 2009

Table 6: Age Distribution of Lone Parents by Gender,
British Columbia, 2001 and 2006

2001 2006

Same-sex Couples in Private Households

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
Total - Presence of other household members 7,035 3,740 3,295 1,370 730 635 5,665 3,010 2,660

No other household members 5,755 3,270 2,490 910 525 385 4,850 2,745 2,100
Children only 485 50 440 160 35 125 325 15 310
Other household members only 710 405 305 255 160 95 455 245 210
Children and other household members 80 20 60 45 15 25 35 0 35

    Percentage of same-sex couples with children 8.0% 1.9% 15.2% 15.0% 6.8% 23.6% 6.4% 0.5% 13.0%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-553-XCB2006024.ivt
Prepared by: BC Stats, May 2009

Table 7: Same-sex Couples by Marital Status and Presence of other Household Members,
British Columbia, 2006

Total Married Common-law
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Same-sex Couples in Private Households

Total Male Female
Married 19.5% 19.5% 19.3%
Common-law 80.5% 80.5% 80.7%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-553-XCB2006024.ivt
Prepared by: BC Stats, May 2009

Table 8: Proportion of Same-sex Couples Married or Common-law,
British Columbia, 2006

Population Living Alone in Private Households

% Change
Count % Count % %

Total - Age groups 418,135 100.0% 460,580 100.0% 10.2%
15 to 19 2,085 0.5% 1,925 0.4% -7.7%
20 to 24 15,315 3.7% 18,245 4.0% 19.1%
25 to 34 58,540 14.0% 58,470 12.7% -0.1%
35 to 44 69,715 16.7% 66,825 14.5% -4.1%
45 to 54 71,635 17.1% 81,090 17.6% 13.2%
55 to 64 57,455 13.7% 79,265 17.2% 38.0%
65 and over 143,390 34.3% 154,750 33.6% 7.9%

Prepared by: BC Stats, May 2009

Table 9: Age Distribution of those Living Alone,
British Columbia, 2001 and 2006

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census, Tables 95F0315XCB01006BC.ivt &
97-553-XCB2006016.ivt

2001 2006
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Statistics Canada’s Survey Skills Workshops 
Call for our workshop calendar! 

Understanding Demographic Data 

 

September 17, 2009 

8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

 
Room 402,  

1230 Government Street 

Victoria,  BC 

 

To register, please return form to: 

Workshop Registrar 
Statistics Canada 

600– 300 West Georgia Street 
Vancouver, BC, V6B 6C7 

Tel: (604) 666-1851 
Tel: Toll Free (888)-799-0050 
Fax: Toll free (877) 287-4369 

west.info@statcan.gc.ca 
 

Please make Cheque and Money Orders 

payable to ‘Receiver General for Canada’ 
 

Refund Policy—Registrations are guaranteed once payment is received.  
Fees will be refunded, less $75 administration charge, if written notice is 
received at least 3 business days prior to the workshop.  Substitutions are 
permitted at any time.  

Aussi disponible en français. 

 
Statistics Canada will only use your information to complete this sales transaction, deliver your product(s), announce product updates and 
administer your account.  From time to time we may offer you other Statistics Canada products and services or ask you to participate in our market 
research.  If you do not wish to be contacted again for       promotional purposes      and/or market research, check as appropriate and fax or mail this 

page to us, call 1-888-799-0050 or e-mail west.info@statcan.gc.ca 

VICTORIA 

 
Join us for a one day workshop on demographic data.  This 
workshop will enhance your ability to understand and interpret 
demographic data, methods and techniques.   This workshop is 
ideal for market researchers, policy analysts, business 
professionals, planners and other social scientists who use or 
commission demographic data.  
 
As a result of your participation, you will be able to more 
effectively and accurately analyze demographic data.  In 
addition, the workshops will increase your awareness of the 
availability of population data and current research techniques 
being used.  
 
The workshop will include discussions on:  

·    Population growth – births, deaths and migration 
·    Population pyramids – rates and ratios 
·    Population estimates 
·    Population projections  

Learn from the 

Survey Experts!! 

Register early as  

space is limited 
Fee is $300+ GST 

Early registration: $275 + GST  
(at least 3 weeks prior) 

REGISTRATION F.T. 



 

BC Stats, Box 9410 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, B.C. V8W 9V1 
Tel: 250-387-0327  Fax: 250-387-0380  Web: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca  E-mail: BC.Stats@gov.bc.ca 

    

 Email transmission information service from BC Stats 

 also on the Internet at www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca    or choose 

September 4, 2009 
Issue 09–35 

 
  

  

Population & Household Projections 
The latest British Columbia population projec-
tions (PEOPLE 34) are now available.  BC Stats 
produces population and household projections 
for British Columbia and for a number of sub-
provincial geographies in the province, including: 
Development Regions, Regional Districts, 
Health Authorities, Health Service Delivery Ar-
eas, Local Health Areas, College Regions, 
School Districts, and six Special Regions. 

www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/pop/pop/popproj.asp  

British Columbia Wellness Atlas 2008 
The dynamic and highly configurable atlas al-
lows users greater flexibility to explore the re-
gional variations and correlations of the wellness 
data. In total, 40 indicators are drawn from the 
CCHS (Canadian Community Health Survey) 
and 27 indicators are from the 2006 Census of 
Canada and 2008 Socio-Demographic variables 
from BC Stats. The Wellness Atlas presents in-
formation in a geographical context (Health Ser-
vice Delivery Areas), revealing spatial variations 
and patterns across British Columbia. To display 
your own unique dataset, contact Pat Bluemel to 
discuss. 

www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/pop/georef/geopage.asp  

Regional Employment Projections 
British Columbia’s economy depends upon a 
skilled workforce for economic growth and well-
being. Recent demographic forecasts have em-
phasized the need to increase the workforce in a 
variety of occupations. In response, BC Stats 
has developed a projection of the possible de-
mand for labour by region, industry and occupa-
tion for 2008 to 2013. 

www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/lss/repm.asp 
 
 
 

Released this week by BC Stats 
• Labour Force Statistics, August 2009 
• Earnings & Employment Trends, August 2009 
Next week 
• Tourism Sector Monitor, August 2009 
• Quarterly Regional Statistics, 2nd Quarter 2009 
• Exports, July 2009 

BC at a glance . . . 
POPULATION     (thousands) % change on

Apr 1/2009 one year ago
  BC 4,435.3      1.7
  Canada 33,592.7    1.2

GDP and INCOME (Revised Apr 27) % change on
   (BC - at market prices) 2008 one year ago
  Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ($ millions) 199,214     3.5
  GDP ($ 2002 millions) 164,161    -0.3
  GDP ($ 2002 per Capita) (reflects revised pop) 37,466      -1.9

  Personal Disposable Income ($ 2002 per Capita) 26,110       3.3

TRADE  ($ millions, seasonally adjusted)
% change on

prev. month 
  Manufacturing Shipments - Jun 2,714          2.0
  Merchandise Exports - Jun 1,913         -1.7
  Retail Sales - Jun 4,416         0.7

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX % change on 12-month avg
  (all items - Jul 2009) one year ago % change
  BC -1.6 1.2
      Vancouver -1.6 1.3
      Victoria -1.1 1.2
  Canada -0.9 1.3

LABOUR FORCE   (thousands) % change on
  (seasonally adjusted) Aug '09 prev. month
  Labour Force - BC 2,447          0.5
  Employed      - BC 2,256         0.4
  Unemployed  - BC 191            1.3

Jul '09
  Unemployment Rate - BC (percent) 7.8              7.8
  Unemployment Rate - Canada (percent) 8.7             8.6

INTEREST RATES     (percent) Sep 2/2009 Sep 3/2008
  Prime Business Rate 2.25            4.75                 
  Conventional Mortgages - 1 year 3.75            6.65                 
                                         - 5 year 5.85            6.85                 

US-CANADA EXCHANGE RATE Sep 2/2009 Sep 3/2008
  (avg. noon spot rate)    Cdn $ per US $ 1.1065       1.0607            
  (closing rate)               US $ per Cdn $ 0.9051       0.9425            

AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGE RATE % change on
  (industrial aggregate - dollars) Aug '09 one year ago
  BC 806.56       3.7
  Canada 808.08       2.4

SOURCES:

  Population, Gross Domestic Product, Trade, Statistics
  Prices, Labour Force, Wage Rate Canada
  Interest Rates, Exchange Rates:  Bank o f Canada Weekly Financial Statistics
  For latest Weekly Financial Statistics see www.bankofcanada.ca

}

http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/pop/pop/popproj.asp
http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/pop/georef/geopage.asp
http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/lss/repm.asp
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